
Chrism Mass & Ordination Services 

 
Chrism Mass gathers us as the family of God to reaffirm our commitment to Christian service and 
receive anointing. The Bishop consecrates the oil of Chrism which is then used throughout the 
year for anointing. That tradition goes back 1800 years to the early church’s practice as recorded 
by Hippolytus. It is an ancient and sacred celebration of who and whose we are. It is also a 
recognition of the power of the Holy Spirit as expressed through anointing – for healing, 
commissioning, and baptism. 

 
 
 
Therefore, it is also most appropriate to take that opportunity to ordain women and men for service 
in God’s Church. This enables us to celebrate the vocations of all the baptised while witnessing 
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LEFT: New Deacon, the Reverend Barry Millson communicates Rev Dr Jekheli Kibami-Singh 
RIGHT: New priests the Reverend Tina Syratt and Ruth Smart concelebrate with Archbishops Philip and David. 
 



the new commitments defined in the ordination service. It is beautiful. This year we welcomed 
Barry Millson, Matthew Pickering and Alison Slater as deacons, along with Tina Syratt and Ruth 
Smart as priests. As a diocese we give thanks to God for all the ministry exercised inside and 
outside our ministry units, and we pray for those new ministers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We pray that the joy of the resurrection encourages and inspires us all to live into the 
commitments we make, that people may know us by our deeds, and our deeds may describe the 
life of Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Re-dedication of Saint Paul’s Church, Okato 

 
Earlier this year a special service was held to re-dedicate St Paul’s Church in Carthew Street, Okato. The 

Archbishop of New Zealand Phillip Richardson officiated, along with the Very Rev Michael Bent, Rev 

Hélène Young and Rev Peter Barleyman.  

 

In 1897 Archdeacon H Govett, assisted by five other clergy, placed the Foundation Stone for St Paul’s 

Church in Carthew Street, Okato. The mallet used hangs in the church today. The church was opened a 

year later on June 23, 1898 after being initially consecrated on January 25, 1898 by Bishop Cowie of the 

Diocese of Auckland and Primate of New Zealand. 

 

In 2021, Rev Gary Mattock welcomed the congregation and paid tribute to all the hard work that has gone 

into upgrading so as “to have the church ready for the next 50 years.” Work included installing a new roof 

and repainting the church, a major upgrade of the grounds, a new concrete driveway and paths. Chris and 

ABOVE: New Deacons the Reverend Alison Slater and the Reverend Matthew Pickering 
celebrate with Archbishop Philip, Reverend Stephen Black and  Reverend Jay Ruka in Taranaki  



Sherrie Dombroski received a notable 

mention for their hard work from 

Reverent Mattock, the Property 

Committee and Archbishop Philip. 

 

Russell Fleet was the organist for the 

service and his musical accompaniment 

was much appreciated. The choir of St. 

Mary’s, New Plymouth, carried out the 

musical portions of the programme. Attending the service was Peter Clemance (now in his 90s) and his 

daughter Megan who are relatives of St Paul’s original organist Mrs Fox who played from1898 to 1965. 

 

Early in the service, Lesley Dowding, from the property committee for St Pauls and lay officiate, gave an 

informative history of the church. There was also a detailed historical display in the hall. 

 

Lesley acknowledged the descendants of St Peter’s (the twin church who joined St Paul’s in late 70s) and 

the gift of a window from St Peter’s to St Paul’s. She also mentioned the Putts and the fact that it was their 

family member Vera who planted the acorn in 1919 which grew into the Church oak tree. 

 

Archbishop Philip opened with prayer and in a following address said, “This church is a treasure.” 

 

He acknowledged people who had passed away who had attended St Paul’s and made particular mention 

of a 12-year-old parishioner Russell Green who died and has a memorial plaque near the front of the 

church. “People make the church, not the building,” Philip explained. 

 

Philip lamented that so many churches had closed in New Zealand including 190 for reasons of 

earthquakes risk. “I am so 

grateful that you have 

committed yourself to this 

church building.” 

 

The Archbishop closed with 

the comment, “Thank you for 

recreating this place of 

worship.”  

 

The Very Rev Michael Bent 

spoke briefly and focused on 

the many people who had 

come before: “The tramp of 



the feet of many people from Victorian and Edwardian times.” He asked that we, “Take time to think of a 

particular person who needs God’s presence at this time and offer that name to God for His blessing.” 

 

After the service Ray Rook (as the oldest member of the congregation at 96) and six-year-old Evie Mae 

Garner (the youngest) cut the re-dedication cake decorated with edible oak leaves and acorns in front of 

the church courtesy of Kerry Lilley. 

 

Nearby, a sumptuous morning tea was on offer, which is a credit to everyone who helped plan and prepare 

it. 

 

The Member of Parliament for New Plymouth Glen Bennett was also at the event. “It is encouraging to see 

a parish so alive and well, restoring a historical church, but also looking to the future in how to serve the 

community. It is all very positive.” 

 


